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TEXT:  Jeremiah 23:1-6 
THEME:  SOLA SCRIPTURA:  WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
 1.  The Scriptures Are God’s Message to Us 
 2.  Only in the Scriptures Do We Find the Savior 
 
"Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!" 
declares the LORD.  Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the 
shepherds who tend my people:  "Because you have scattered my flock and driven 
them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you 
for the evil you have done," declares the LORD.  "I myself will gather the remnant of 
my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to 
their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number.  I will place 
shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or 
terrified, nor will any be missing," declares the LORD.  "The days are coming," 
declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will 
reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days Judah will be 
saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he will be called:  The 
LORD Our Righteousness.             NIV84 
 
Dear Fellow Recipients of the Blessings of the Lutheran Reformation: 
 
THE SCRIPTURES ARE GOD’S MESSAGE TO US 
SOLA SCRIPTURA.  That’s Latin, and so we ask that very Lutheran question, WHAT DOES 

THIS MEAN?  The answer is:  Scripture Alone, God’s Word Alone.  It is one of the three, four, 
or five solas of the Lutheran Reformation, depending on how you count them.   
 
The readings appointed for this special service as we observe the 500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Reformation help us focus on the importance and power of Scripture, God’s 
Word, in our lives and work as Christians.  In the Old Testament lesson, we heard of young 
King Josiah who found the Book of the Law when he ordered the temple repaired.  That 
discovery of Scripture led to a reformation and a return to God’s Word, after 57 years of 
wicked kings promoting paganism.  The New Testament lesson reminded us that Paul’s 
message was not his own wise and persuasive words but the message of Jesus Christ 
crucified, God’s message filled with the Spirit’s power.  That message has always been 
God’s message, but it is one that is often dismissed by so many apparently important and 
well-educated people.  In the Gospel lesson, Jesus described his disciples as those who 
hold to his teaching.  In all three readings, we see where the power is—Sola Scriptura, 
God’s Word alone.   
 
In our text, the leaders of the people in Jeremiah’s day had led the people away from God’s 
Word.  Jeremiah was given a message that went contrary to what the leaders wanted to 
hear.  That put Jeremiah in great danger.  He was imprisoned for a time in a cistern as 
punishment for his God-given message.  The king even burned one of the scrolls on which 
Jeremiah had written God’s Word because he didn’t like what God said.  The shepherds, 
the leaders, of the people were not taking good care of them spiritually.  In fact, the Lord 
says that they were “destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!”   
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A similar thing was happening in Luther’s day.  The Pope and the leaders of the church had 
hidden God’s Word from the people.  They taught the people that they had to do penance 
to earn forgiveness for their sins.  They taught the people that they could buy forgiveness 
with money through indulgences (and the Roman Catholic Church still sells indulgences to 
this day).  They denied the clergy the right to marry (and we know where that has gotten 
them in our day).  They taught the people to pray to Mary and the saints, instead of to the 
“one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).   
 
Luther was raised in this church with these teachings.  He was dedicated to them as a 
monk and a priest, but they held him in bondage to his guilt.  But the Lord worked through 
his fear and guilt to drive him to Sola Scriptura, the Word, so that he could share that 
powerful and comforting Word with the sheep of God’s fold.  But when Luther proclaimed 
Sola Scriptura, just like Jeremiah he was “imprisoned” for a time at the Wartburg Castle, he 
was excommunicated by the church, and his books and writings were burned at the Diet of 
Worms.  But Luther continued to proclaim Sola Scriptura and that powerful Word of God 
overcame both Pope and Emperor.  Yet know this, it was not that Luther was so powerful; 
all the power was in the Word of God.  Luther wrote:  I simply taught, preached, and wrote 
God’s Word:  otherwise I did nothing.  And then, while I slept or drank Wittenberg beer with 
my friends Philip and Amsdorf, the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that no prince or 
emperor ever inflicted such losses up on it.  I did nothing; the Word did everything.1 
 
ONLY IN THE SCRIPTURES DO WE FIND THE SAVIOR 
Praise God that he continues to provide leaders who proclaim his Word.  The message we 
have the privilege of proclaiming is not human philosophy, popular ideas of community, 
tolerance of all kinds of sins, or inclusion or unrepentant sinners, but the message of God:  
Jesus Christ crucified and risen again—forgiveness and eternal life by his grace through 
Spirit-worked faith.  That message flows from the pages of Sola Scriptura—the Scriptures.  
That was true for Josiah, for Jeremiah, for Paul, for Luther, and for us. 
 
Through Jeremiah, our Lord promised:  I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a 
King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he will 
be called:  The LORD Our Righteousness.  The Lord kept his promise and gave us his 
Son, our Savior Jesus.  The Lord gave us Christ’s righteousness.  “God made him who 
had no sin to be sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  The heart of Luther’s Reformation is the emphasis on the 
righteousness we receive because of Christ.  Luther was in anguish because he was taught 
by false shepherds that he had to supply the righteousness God required.  When he 
discovered through Sola Scriptura that this righteousness is a gift of free grace through 
faith, he felt as if the doors of heaven were opened for him. 
 
It is the same for us.  Jesus IS our righteousness.  We could never achieve that 
righteousness no matter how much penance we served, how many indulgences we bought, 
how “spiritual” we are, or how “faithful” we can be.  The righteous branch—Jesus—has won 
it for us.  That’s the message Luther proclaimed and we preach.  Amen.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

Who knows what this guy is called? (picture of shepherd 
watching sheep). Yes, he’s a shepherd.  What is a 
shepherd’s job?  (protect, feed, care for sheep).  What would 
you think of a shepherd who gave poison to his sheep to 
drink?  Or invited some wolves to hang out in the sheep pen 
(picture of ferocious wolf)?  Pretty bad shepherd, right? 
 
Today we’re going to hear about how God appointed 
shepherds for his people.  But they didn’t protect the people.  
They didn’t teach God’s people to trust God.  Those 
shepherds did not tell the people about Jesus and 
forgiveness. 
 
But what is so amazing is that God tells his people, he tells 
us, that he gives us better shepherds instead.  He sent 
Jesus to fight against the wolves—like Satan and sin and 
death—so that they cannot hurt us.  He gives us Jesus to 
feed us with his promises, strengthening our faith through his 
Word and Baptism.  He has finished his work.  Now we need 
to hear what he did.  God says he also gives us good 
shepherds that can help us by pointing us to Jesus.  Do you 
know who those good shepherds are?  (pastors, teachers, 
parents). 
 
Let’s thank God for the good shepherding he gives us now 
and make sure you listen to all the readings today to be 
reminded how God feeds us through those shepherds. 


